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even take the trouble to remove from it defective kernels
or seeds of other varieties. Sowing is generally done by
hand on plowed ground. The use of the mechanical
seeder is still unknown in Turkey. The seed is buried
with a turn of the native plow; it is rolled after spring
sowing; it is seldom hoed and weeded, and then only by
hand. The harvest begins generally during the last part
of May and continues to the end of August. It is esti-
mated that the sickle is employed in 85 per cent of the
cases and the harvester-binder in 15 per cent of the
total undertakings. Most of the mechanical instruments
come from America.
The threshing of cereals begins in June and continues
until November. It is done by treading the grain by
means of the deughene, a plank of .04 m. in thickness,
incrusted with pieces of flint and moved over the thresh-
ing floor (harmavr-yeri) by a pair of horses or oxen. The
particles of straw, known as saman, are used alone or
mixed with barley, for feeding cattle and draft animals.
Mechanical threshing of cereals has been little devel-
oped. It is done chiefly on a few large estates in the
regions of Adana, Eski Shehr, Smyrna, and in eastern
Thrace. Spring sowing occurs in the class of crops whose
success depends on rainfall, but rarely taJkes place in
Asia Minor in sufficient quantities and at proper inter-
vals more than once in eight or ten years. The methods
of preparing the soil destined for spring sowing are
those used for the autumn sowing. These crops, espe-
cially corn and millet, are the only ones which receive
the manure produced on the farms and in the villages:
they are weeded once or twice by hand. The cultivation
of rice, which is one of the most remunerative, is still
practiced with stagnant water; and the miasmas engen-
dered by this water develop marsh fever, which deci-
mates the rural population devoting themselves to this
crop. It is forbidden to grow rice in the plain of Brusa

